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THE LIBRARY’S PICTURE COLLECTION* 


The value of a picture collection in 
a library has been established too long 
to require comment, yet the present- 
day emphasis on visual materials re- 
calls its importance to all schools and 
libraries. Current professional litera- 

*The Subcommittee Evaluating Free and In- 
expensive Materials is responsible for reviews 


of pictorial materials contained in this issue 
of Susscriprion Booxs Buiietmn. Members are: 


ture places such stress on films, film 
strips and slides that teachers and 
librarians may overlook the fact that 
flat pictures and charts are an impor- 
tant part of the visual program, avail- 
able to some degree even to the smallest 
schools and libraries, or to those with- 
out projectors. 

In preparing this issue of Subscription 
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Books Bulletin, it has been the intention 
of the Subcommittee to supply an up- 
to-date list of sources offering worth- 
while pictures, charts and posters and 
to furnish brief evaluations of these 
materials. Reviews of picture services 
are grouped according to three general 
types of sources: commercial firms, 
museums and art dealers, and societies, 
associations and government agencies. 
Sources for posters fall into two classes, 
commercial firms and nonprofit organ- 
izations. 

Consideration has been given to the 
needs of school and public libraries of 
all sizes. In addition, the selection has 
been based to some degree on the 
permanence of the material, since many 
specific items which are free or very 
inexpensive remain available for too 
brief a time to justify their inclusion. 
In no way does this minimize the im- 
portance of such sources as the travel 
bureaus maintained by states, commer- 
cial travel agencies such as Pan Amer- 
ican World Airways, or industrial firms 
who prepare posters for advertising 
purposes. The following list, while in 
no sense comprehensive, indicates a 
few firms and business associations 
having material of this type, either free 
or at a very small cost: 


American Forest Products Industries, Inc., 
16 E. 48th St., New York 17, N.Y. 
Photographs on forestry, conservation, 
lumber, etc. Free catalog. 


Association of American Railroads, Trans- 
portation Building, Washington, D.C. 


Teachers’ kit for study of railroad trans-' 


portation including 56 large pictures. Free. 


E. F. DuPont de Nemours and Co., Em- 
pire State Building, New York 1, N.Y. 


Hazelle M. Anderson, Rochester, Minn.; Ruth 
E. Babcock, Albany, N. Y.; Doris M. Cole, 
Massena, N. Y.; Hazel DeMeyer, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.; Sue Hefiey, Baton Rouge, La.; Janie 
E. Shaver, Norfolk, Va.; Mabel Turner, Seattle, 
Wash.; Grace Winton, Detroit, Mich.; Ada M. 
Wood, Peoria, Ill.; Helen M. Wurtzbach, Oak 
Park, Ill.; Ruth M. Ersted, St. Paul, Minn., 
Chairman. 


Chart on rayon. Free. 


General Motors Corp., Dept. of Public 
Relations, Detroit 2, Mich. 
Reprints of advertisements showing ad- 
vances in science. Chart—“Automobile 
Progress 1600-1940.” Free. 


Greyhound Information Center, 113 St. 
Clair Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio. 
Chart—“Highway Transportation Parade.” 
Free. 


JH. J. Heinz, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Monthly charts on foods. Free. 


Hershey Chocolate Co., Education Dept., 
Hershey, Pa. 

Charts and maps on chocolate and cocoa. 
Milton Bradley Co., Springfield 2, Mass. 
Primary school posters—Farm Life, Indian 
Life, Mt. Vernon. 

National Assn. Manufacturers, 14 West 
49th St., New York, N.Y. 

School patriotic posters. 

RCA Victor, Camden, N.J. 
Portraits of RCA Victor artists. 
10 by 12%. 50c. 

Ralston Purina Co. Nutrition Dept., 
Checkerboard Sq., St. Louis, 2, Mo. 

Color wall chart on wheat. Free. 
Westinghouse Electric Corp., School Serv- 
ice, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 

Free science posters issued monthly. 
“Everyday Electricity’—nine charts. $1. 


Color, 


Clippings from picture magazines also 
answer the needs of many librarians for 
timely pictorial information. Libraries 
wishing a list of useful periodicals for 

’ this purpose are referred to The Picture 


' Collection, a pamphlet prepared for 


Newark Public Library, by Marcelle 
Frebault, fifth edition, published 1943 
by H. W. Wilson Co. The Standard 
Catalog for High School Libraries also 
has a list of sources for pictures of 
many kinds. 

A discussion of pictures for home, 
school or library use would not be 
complete without mention of the Perry 
pictures, published by Perry Picture 
Company, Malden, Mass. These re- 
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productions of famous painting, archi- 
tecture, and sculpture have been sold 
widely for many years and are so 
well known as to need only brief com- 
ment here. Although other newer re- 
productions of works of art, more clear 
and definite in presentation of detail, 
can be obtained from art dealers, the 
Perry collection is still useful. Geog- 
raphy, history, literature, and art are 
subjects illustrated in these pictures. 
They are available in two sizes, 3 by 
3% inches and 5% by 8 inches, at one 
and two cents each, set of thirty sub- 
jects for 60c. 

In making its evalution, the Sub- 
committee has been guided by such 
criteria as photographic clarity, truth- 
ful color, worthwhile information, ap- 
propriate size, the continuity of pictures 
or charts in sets, authenticity, simplic- 
ity, and the kind and amount of printed 
information which helps to interpret the 
pictures.* 

It should not be necessary to remind 
librarians, teachers and administrators 
that all materials, including those free- 
ly distributed by commercial firms, 
need careful selection. National dis- 
tributors are becoming increasingly 
aware of the schools as sources of 
advertising. Some of their material 
provides authoritative and valuable in- 
formation, but as Frederic Melcher has 
so ably pointed out in “School Books 
That Cost Nothing” in the Publishers’ 
Weekly for September 29, 1945, “... 
it is certain that those who write and 
print [free pamphlets] owe more obli- 
gation to the advertiser than they do 
to the schools and their educational 
integrity.” 

*Alice Miel, “New Tools for Learning,” 
Childhood Education, XXI (November 1944), 
p.127; E. R. Jobe, “Equipment and Materials 
for Instruction in Geography Room,” Peabody 
Journal of vw XXIII (November ieee). 
| eee Ella C. Clark, Use of Visual Aids 


eaching (Winona, Minn.: e Author, State 
Teachers’ College, 1938), 24p. 


While it is not within the province of 
the Subcommittee to discuss the organ- 
ization of the picture file, librarians 
seeking this information may find vari- 
ous tools helpful; for example, Mary 
Peacock Douglas, Teacher-Librarian’s 
Handbook, American Library Associa- 
tion, 1941; Lucile Fargo, The Library 
in the School, third edition, American 
Library Association, 1939; Marcelle 
Frebault, The Picture Collection, H. W. 
Wilson Company, 1943. 


“Compton’s Picture Library. Published 
by F. E. Compton & Co., Chicago, 
Ill., 1933-1935. Eighteen problems in 
pictures, printed in color on white 
bristol board, 9 by 11 inches. Text 

. manual with each problem. Each set 
enclosed in a heavy envelope. Bound 
Picture Index for the set. Each prob- 
lem $2.50; set of 18, $41.50; set of 18 
in portable walnut finish rolling cab- 
inet, $56.60. 


The Compton’s Picture Library is 
organized around eighteen subjects: 
Community Life; Farm and City; Food 
and Clothing; Holland; Switzerland; 
Hot and Cold Lands; Prehistoric Man; 
American Indians; Life in the Ameri- 
can Colonies; Holidays; Middle Ages I 
—Feudal Society; Middle Ages II and 
Dawn of the Modern Period; Ancient 
Greece and Rome; Coal and Iron; Com- 
munication; Land Transportation; Wa- 
ter and Air Transportation; Trade. 

The text manual provides a discus- 
sion of the subject covered, a bibliogra- 
phy and suggestions for objectives and 
activities which the teacher might use. 
The editorial staff, with Herbert D. 
Bruner, editor-in-chief, is listed in the 
manual. A group of educators and 
librarians serve as consultants. 

The pictures used to illustrate these 
subjects are reproductions of book 
illustrations—some old and rare— 
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manuscripts, tapestries, prints, and 
paintings. In most cases the source is 
given in the text material printed’ on 
the back of each picture. According to 
the publishers, the pictures, with a few 
exceptions, do not duplicate those in 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia. 


Frequently four or five pictures are 
printed on one card but the printed 
material is directly on the back of the 
picture described so that they may be 
cut apart, if desired. By putting several 
pictures on one card, the publishers 
state that at least one thousand pictures 
are included in the set. 


All pictures are colored and the plates 
have been coated with shellac. For the 
most part, the color is appropriate and 
artistic and adds much to their value. 
The shellac coating makes the pictures 
more durable and also washable—de- 
cided assets. 


Many of the pictures are so small 
and portray so many details that the 


use of an opaque projector is necessary 
to make them an effective teaching aid. 


This detracts somewhat from their 
value, although the set as a whole can 
be easily examined by the individual 
student in the classroom or library. 
Material in the set is well chosen, as 
each picture seems to make a definite 
contribution to the particular subject. 


The picture index of about twelve 
hundred entries is in book form and 
brings out the pictures under topics 
useful in teaching. This index helps 
to show the values of the pictures in 
many fields in addition to the social 
studies and for many children in in- 
termediate grades through high school. 

The set is available in a wooden cab- 
inet with a shelf below for the Comp- 
ton’s Pictured Encyclopedia and a case 
above for the pictures. While a school 
which has no vertical file might see 


some value in the cabinet, it is so lim- 
ited in its size and use as to make it 
quite unsatisfactory for a library. The 
cabinet is not recommended for library 
purchase. 

Because the material is unusual and 
difficult to find elsewhere, the separate 
subjects of the Compton’s Picture Li- 
brary are recommended for purchase 
by schools and libraries. For those who 
can afford the entire set it is recom- 
mended. 


Dedson Birds and Nature Pictures. 
Published by Joseph H. Dodson, 
Kankakee, Ill. Each 3c; no orders 
taken for less than 15. 


There are over six hundred titles in 
this series of bird and nature pictures, 
grouped under the headings: Birds, 
Animals, Plants and Flowers, Insects, 
Fruit, Fish, Minerals, and General Na- 
ture Pictures. The pictures are 7 by 9 
inches and are colored. They are not 
mounted. The copyright dates for those 
examined were from 1900 to 1903. 

There have been many advances in 
color printing since the beginning of 
the century. These pictures lack the 
sharp focus and the clear bright color 
of present day reproductions. 

The series is not suitable for use by 
groups of students. The paper stock is 
not heavy enough to stand up under 
the constant handling that such pictures 
would receive in a library or classroom. 
Neither the color nor the detail in the 
pictures would carry from the front 
of an ordinary-sized classroom to more 
than a row or two back. 

Textual information is limited to a 
brief caption under each picture. This 
is often incomplete. For example, a 
large-sized picture of a coconut has pic- 
tures of several other nuts around it. 
The caption is just “Cocoanut.” There 
is no reference to the insets. 
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Aside from the general grouping of 
pictures mentioned above, there is no 
classification and no indexing of the 
six hundred pictures. Each picture is 
numbered for convenience in ordering, 
but the numbered list is not alphabeti- 
cal. An indication of the size of the 
object or animal pictured is sometimes 
given, but often it is not. 

The best feature of this series of 
pictures is the comprehensiveness of 
the list, especially of bird pictures. 
Libraries aiming at a complete collec- 
tion of bird and flower plates may find 
this list useful for buying individual 
pictures to fill in gaps. 


As a set, the bird and nature pictures 
published by Joseph H. Dodson, al- 
though they were very good in their 
day, are not recommended for libraries, 
because they have been superseded by 
newer, more attractive, inexpensive sets 
on similar subjects. 


Dodson Industrial Pictures. Published 
by Joseph H. Dodson, Kankakee, IIL. 
Sold in sets of from 8 to 24 pictures, 
priced from 20c to 60c per set. 


These are 6 by 8 inches, black and 
white, unmounted photographs. The 
industries pictured are wool, sugar, 
silk, granite, coffee, paper, rubber, 
linen, steel, salt, and copper. 

Like the bird and flower pictures 
published by the same firm, these pic- 
tures seem to be badly out of date. 
There is no date on the pictures them- 
selves, but the clothing worn by the 
people indicates that they were taken 
in the early 1900’s. One wonders if the 
industrial processes pictured are not 
perhaps as old-fashioned as is the dress. 


There is some continuity in the ar- 
rangement of the pictures, but the text- 
ual information under each photograph 
is slight. 


There is no accompanying 





manual. The sentence structure and 
punctuation do not always conform to 
present-day usage. 

The quality of the photography varies 
considerably. Some of the pictures are 
clear and sharp, with good composition 
and good choice of details, but some of 
them are crowded and definitely fuzzy. 
None would carry well enough to be 
used before a class. 

The sets of industrial pictures pub- 
lished by Joseph H. Dodson are_not 
recommended because they are out of 
date. 


Great Pictures Everyone Should Know. 
Published by F. A. Owen Publishing 
Company, Dansville, N.Y. Set of 
100 reproductions in 8 portfolios, $30; 
individual pictures 35c each; in quan- 
tities of 25 or more 30c each; minia- 
tures lc each; minimum order 50c. 


These are full color reproductions of 
famous paintings, 10 by 13 inches, 
mounted on uniform white mats. Each 
picture is enclosed in an attractive 
descriptive folder which tells some- 
thing about the painter and about the 
picture. In most cases the location of 
the original is given, and each write-up 
includes “thought questions” which 
would be particularly useful in art 
appreciation classes. 

The folders are packed in attractive, 
stout portfolios, with secure snap clos- 
ings. There are twelve pictures to a 
set for grades 5 through 8. The pic- 
tures for each grade were obviously 
selected by someone familiar with 
teaching and with the interests of vari- 
ous age groups. For example, the pic- 
tures in the first grade set are of chil- 
dren and animals, while those in the 
upper grade sets include a number of 
historical subjects which appeal to 
children of that age. 

The pictures chosen are those most 
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frequently used in teaching art appre- 
ciation, such as Whistler’s “Mother,” 
“The Blue Boy” and “Mona Lisa.” 
There is a good representation of all 
periods except the moderns and of all 
nationalities. 

There is an index to all of the port- 
folios on the back of each one making 
it easy to find individual pictures. This 
index is classified by sets, with the 
individual titles listed under each. The 
make-up is such that the location of 
any one picture is apparent at a glance. 

The color in the reproductions is 
exceptionally good. When the pictures 
are placed on a library bulletin board, 
they show up most attractively across 
a large reading room. 

These pictures would be useful in 
schools in art appreciation classes, in 
social studies classes, and for display 
purposes. New syllabuses in the social 
studies include a study of the culture 
of various countries and periods. Since 
culture includes fine arts, this picture 
series would furnish excellent back- 
ground material for such units of study. 
Libraries starting a collection of repro- 
ductions of paintings will find this a 
good basic collection. Great Pictures 
Everyone Should Know is recom- 
mended. 


Hiawatha Pictures; by Rev. A. T. 
Kempton. Published by The Palmer 
Co., Boston 10, Mass. c1904. Thirty 
pictures, 10 by 12.inches, $2 per set. 


The thirty pictures in this set are re- 
productions on medium-weight bristol 
board of photographs made of scenes in 
the Hiawatha story as enacted by the 
Ojibway Indians. Each picture has a 
title and below it are printed the lines 
from the poem which the scene illus- 
trates. 

The background of each picture is 
appropriate and very beautiful—moun- 


tains, forests, lakes, streams and water- 
falls. There is a sameness to many of 
the pictures, since they depict lines of 
the poem which follow in rapid se- 
quence with relatively the same setting. 
Only the pose of the principal charac- 
ters varies. 

For pictures taken in 1904, the pho- 
tography is very fine, but today there 
are sO many improvements in photo- 
graphic processes and in cameras and 
paper that by comparison the Hiawatha 
pictures look dated. They might be 
more effective if they were in color 
rather than black and white. 

For those schools or libraries needing 
inexpensive material to illustrate Long- 
fellow’s “Hiawatha,” these pictures will 
prove helpful and are recommended. 


Interpretive Costume Design; by Rose 
Netzorg Kerr. Published by the Davis 
Press, Inc., Printers Building, Wor- 
chester 8, Mass. c1925, 1937, 1938. 
Five sets of 12 plates each, 7 by 10 
inches, printed on heavy paper. $1 
per set (10 per cent discount to 
schools or libraries on orders of 10 
or more). 


The five sets, each covering a cer- 
tain period in world history, include 
Egypt, Greece and Rome; The Orient; 
The Age of Chivalry; American Cos- 
tumes (1620-1860); Renaissance and 
Elizabethan Costumes. The pictures, all 
in black and white, pen and ink, are 
clear and authentic with much atten- 
tion to detail. A few plates have been 
devoted to headgear and footwear, 
others to complete costumes. The ma- 
jority of the pictures show only one 
figure so that attention may be focused 
on one costume at a time. Appropriate 
background details are included. The 
brief description below each picture 
and on the back of each portfolio is in- 
formative and to the point. Although 
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costume pictures are more desirable in 
color, suggestions are given in many 
cases for coloring the pictures. 

The series makes a useful addition to 
picture collections for upper grades, 
junior and senior high schools, and 
colleges and would serve as excellent 
enrichment material for art study, home 
economics and clothing, literature, and 
social studies. The low price places 


the sets within reach of all but the 
smallest libraries. 

The Interpretive Costume Design 
pictures are recommended. 


Latin American Village, 121 Monterey 
Ave., P. O. Box 231, El Monte, Calif. 
Picture sets at various prices. 


The publishers state in their catalog 
that The Latin American Village “is an 
independent institution and a commer- 
cial enterprise, having no government 
subsidies and no endowments of any 
kind. . . [Its] purpose is to bring to the 
United States, especially through the 
schools, libraries, universities and other 
educational institutions, a better under- 
standing of the people, the activities, 
the customs and the problems of the 
republics of South and Central Ameri- 
ca, Mexico and the Caribbean Islands. 
The Latin American Village was 
founded in 1939 by Senor Hugo A. 
Escobar T. and Mrs. Margaret Ras- 
mussen and is operated by a small 
group of Americans who are interested 
in the Pan American Nations.” 

Sets of pictures examined include 
the following and all prices listed are 
subject to 25 per cent discount: Latin 
American Peoples—Dress, Work, and 
Play, Series 1, 20 plates with man- 
ual, $57; Latin American Peoples— 
Dress, Work, and Play, Series 2, 20 
plates with manual, $65; Children of the 
Americas, 20 plates with manual, $57; 
Dances and Fiesta Dress of Latin 


America, 12 plates with manual, $43; 
Musical Instruments of Latin America, 
10 plates with manual, $38; Old Cali- 
fornia—1769 to 1848, 20 plates with 
manual, $57; The Missions of California, 
21 plates with manual, $65; Mexico at 
Work and Play, 20 plates with manual, 
$57; Early America 1620-1680, 16 plates 
with manual, $51. 

The waterproofed pictures in these 
series are stenciled on stiff plyboard 
(10 by 13 inches). They are simply 
done in beautiful colors and are au- 
thentic in details. The pictures are so 
clear and vivid that they can be seen 
at some distance. Background details of 
the natural environment, however, are 
lacking. As a result there is not enough 
of a story in the pictures to provoke 
thought and to enrich a unit of study 
greatly. 

Although artistically attractive, the 
educational value of these sets in a 
library or classroom is doubtful. The 
pictures offer very little contribution 
to the understanding of the peoples 
and their problems that comes from a 
study of their ways of living, culture, 
industries, education, government, all 
factors important to the curriculum. 
The titles would indicate that they 
contain more information than they 
actually do. The accompanying manu- 
al, however, might be helpful in fur- 
nishing supplementary information not 
readily found elsewhere. 

The weight of the plyboard on which 
the pictures are stenciled makes them 
unsuitable for bulletin board display. 
Ebonized wooden stands for display on 
a table may be purchased at 75c each. 

For the reasons stated above and 
because of the high price, The Latin 
American Village picture sets are not 
recommended. C 


Life in Other Lands Library. Published 
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by Informative Classroom Picture 
Publishers, Grand Rapids 7, Mich., 
1943— Ten units and filing cabinet, 
$19.50; units may be purchased sepa- 
rately at $2.50 and $2. Six units avail- 
able; 4 in preparation. 


Units in the Life in Other Lands Li- 
brary include Mezico, Australia, Brazil, 
South America, India and China. Sets 
on Alaska, Russia, Canada and the Ha- 
waiian Islands are still in preparation. 
The number of plates in each unit 
varies from twelve to twenty. Each 
plate is accompanied by a text sheet 
describing the subject pictured and a 
pictorial map of the country. The 
pictures, black and white drawings and 
photographs, are lithographed on fair- 
ly heavy paper, 8% by 12 inches. Sev- 
eral pictures appear on each plate, but 
the insets are so distinctly made that 
this is not confusing. Each unit has 
been prepared by an author or educator 
having a background of experience and 
knowledge of the country. 

Topics covered in the series include 
education, industries, transportation, 
geography, history, handicrafts, social 
life, resources. The authors have se- 
lected typical situations significant to 
the study of a country, its people and 
problems, and have presented the in- 
formation clearly and accurately. The 
material is basic, up to date, authentic 
and meets the needs of the classroom 
teacher. The texts are readable and in- 
formative on a reading level suitable 
for intermediate grades and junior high 
school. One might wish, however, that 
a heavier paper had been used for the 
text sheets. 

The pictures are filed separately in a 
brightly colored portfolio for each unit. 
They can be used effectively for dis- 
play purposes as Well as by individual 
students. The durable cardboard filing 
cabinet provides ample storing space. 


The Life in Other Lands Library 
is recommended. 


Our World in Pictures. Published by 
Ideal School Supply Company, 8312- 
46 Birkhoff Ave., Chicago 20, IIL In- 
dustrial pictures 50c per set of 16; 
geography pictures, $5 per set of 96. 


These industrial and geography pic- 
tures are black and white half tones, 
8% by 11 inches, printed on heavy, 
enameled paper. Each set of industrial 
pictures consists of sixteen plates 
packed with a descriptive booklet about 
the industry in a wallet-shaped en- 
velope suitable for filing. Industries pic- 
tured are cattle, lumber, cotton, iron- 
steel, fishery, glass and rubber. Copy- 
right dates for these sets range from 
1938 to 1941. 

The only geography pictures pub- 
lished by this firm as yet are of Central 
America and Mexico, copyright 1942. 
There are ninety-six pictures in this 
set, packed with a descriptive pamphlet 
in a cardboard filing box. The pictures 
are classified and filed under these 
divisions: History and Architecture, 
Geography, Religion, People and Cus- 
toms, Foods, Transportation and In- 
dustries. 

From the standpoint of photography 
the pictures in both series are excep- 
tionally good, although they would be 
more attractive in color. The subjects 
are interesting in themselves, the com- 
position is good, and the focus sharp 
and clear. This is true even in pic- 
tures which are very difficult to photo- 
graph, such as the interior of a steel 
mill. : 

The individual pictures are well se- 
lected and well arranged and are 
representative of all aspects of a sub- 
ject. The complete set on any one sub- 
ject either in industry or geography 
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gives a logical picture-history of that 
subject. 

The manual accompanying the geog- 
raphy set was prepared by Ralph Han- 
cock, who, according to the manual’s 
introductory statement, has spent many 
years in newspaper work in Latin 
American countries. It is a well-writ- 
ten continuous exposition with refer- 
ences to the pictures as they illustrate 
the story. No bibliography is given. 

The paper is heavy enough to with- 
stand hard usage, and the pictures are 
of sufficient size and clarity to show 
up well in a classroom. : 

These industrial and geography sets 
of pictures should prove very useful 
as visual aids in social studies, history 
and geography classes, especially in 
elementary and intermediate grades, 
although they can also be used with 
high school classes. They furnish a 
wealth of attractive display material. 
The series Our World in Pictures is 
recommended for the school library 
and the classroom. 


The Pageant of a Nation series of 


scenes from American history; 
painted by J. L. G. Ferris. Published 
by The Master Library Co., 2831 S. 
Parkway, Chicago 16, Ill. (Formerly 
The Foundation Press, Cleveland, 
Ohio.) Forty full color pictures, 11% 
by 15% inches, $39.85 per set; pic- 
tures not sold separately. 


The original paintings, by J. L. G. 
Ferris, from which these reproductions 
were made, formerly hung in Inde- 
pendence Hall in Philadelphia. After 
the artist’s death in 1930 they were 
placed as a permanent exhibition in the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C. The reproductions were made 
under Mr. Ferris’ direction and per- 
sonal supervision. The pictures them- 
selves are approximately 9% by 13% 


inches and are mounted on heavy white 
cardboard. Each picture is enclosed in 
a strong manila envelope. The pub- 
lishers state that six of the subjects 
have been enlarged to 18 by 26 inches, 
unframed, at $5 each or six for $25 
for decorative purposes in school or 
home. 

It was the painter’s purpose to show 
“the youth of the nation a comprehen- 
sive picture of how their forefathers 
struggled to create this nation, and the 
idealism and sacrifice that have gone 
into the shaping of the American type,” 
with the hope that better citizens might 
be the result. Presented in chronologi- 
cal order are forty. high lights of 
American history from 1492-1865. Many 
of the pictures are well known, e.g., 
“The Eve of Discovery” (ships of Co- 
lumbus), “The First Thanksgiving,” 
“Betsy Ross” (the making of our flag), 
“Home for Christmas.” Others not so 
familiar present equally outstanding 
events in our country’s past. 

Prof. David S. Muzzey has written 
the historical notes, reference sugges- 
tions and the sets of questions for 
younger and older students. Prof. Al- 
bert E. Bailey has written descriptive 
notes for those pictures especially 
adapted to character education. This 
material is printed on the back of the 
pictures and also on the manila en- 
velope. 

The pictures are accurate and au- 
thentic representations of the social 
life and customs, dress, architecture, 
modes of communication and transpor- 
tation in the periods illustrated. Details 
receive careful attention, e.g., the time 
shown on the clock in one picture is 
in agreement with historical evidence. 
The artistic value of the pictures, how- 
ever, according to present standards 
may be questioned. They are not al- 
ways clear, the amount of detail is 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





50 





SusscripTion Booxs BuLLeTIN 





sometimes confusing and many of the 
figures appear stiff and unnatural. 

While this series has merit as sup- 
plementary visual aid material in 
American history classes and, in some 
. cases, English classes as well, the high 
price and inadequate art work make it 
a questionable purchase. It is not rec- 
ommended for first purchase, but only 
for those schools and libraries which 
are building extensive picture collec- 
tions. 


Picture Reference Library. Published 
by Informative Classroom Picture 
Publishers, Grand Rapids 7, Mich., 
1937-1943. Seventeen units including 
index-guide and ffiling cabinet, 
$39.50; units may be purchased sepa- 
rately. 


Like the Life in Other Lands Library, 
also published by Informative Class- 
room Picture Publishers and reviewed 
in this issue, the Picture Reference 
Library consists of black and white 
drawings on wearwell bristol, 84% by 11 
inches, in subject units of 8 to 24 plates 
with text sheets for each. Prices for the 
individual units vary from $1 for the 
set of eight to $2.95 for sets of 20 to 24 
plates. 

A listing of the titles of the units 
indicates the subjects covered: Early 
Civilization, Life in Ancient Greece, 
Life in Ancient Rome, Knighthood: 
Life in Medieval Times, Age of Voyage 
and Discovery, Life in Colonial Ameri- 
ca, Pioneer Days, Indian Life, How Man 
Has Put Himself on Record, Transpor- 
tation, Christmas in Many Lands, Home 
and Community Life, The Farm, 
Americans All, Clothing in Other 
Lands, Clothing Long Ago, Story of 
Textiles. 

An index-guide entitled Teaching 
with Pictures, priced at $5.95, includes 
a topical index subdivided by small 


subjects, reproduction of the pictures 

of all the units, and twenty pages of 

suggestions for use of the pictures. The 
names of 32 authors, contributors and 
curriculum correlation advisers and 
consultants are listed. The text sheets 
accompanying each unit give authentic 
information on the particular subject, 
on a reading level graded to meet the 
needs of the curriculum. Suggested ac- 
tivities for the classroom and a bibliog- 
raphy are also included. Dates for 
some of the titles listed are given, rang- 
ing from about 1930 to 1940. The paper 
used on these sheets seems too thin for 
the amount of handling they will get. 

Although some of the units will be 

useful in a library or classroom, many 
of them do not present adequate in- 
formation or are too generalized and 
lacking in clarity. For example the 
pictures in the Christmas in Many 
Lands unit are vague and do not tell 
a story, while in The Farm unit more 
plates are needed on specific types of 
farms. Units which portray life in a 
given period of history accurately and 
vividly and which are recommended in- 
clude: Life in Ancient Greece, Life 
in Ancient Rome, Knighthood, Life in 
Colonial America, Pioneer Days, In- 
dian Life, Clothing Long Ago. Three 
other units, The Story of Tezxtiles, 
Transportation and How Man Has Put 
Himself on Record provide useful sup- 
plementary material, but since the in- 
formation presented is limited and not 
basic, they are recommended only for 
libraries having large picture collec- 
tions. 

With the exception of the individual 
units recommended above for separate 
purchase the Picture Reference Li- 

brary as a series is not recommended. 


Pictures From Mother Goose; 
Feodor Rojankovsky; 


by 
The Golden 
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Library. Published by Simon and 
Schuster, 1230 Sixth Ave., N. Y., 1945. 
Eight pictures, 144% by 18% inches, 
$2.50 per set (40 per cent discount to 
schools and libraries); not sold sepa- 
rately. 


Lithographed in six colors from 
deep-etched plates, these large pictures 
are designed as a Mother Goose picture 
gallery for home nurseries, playrooms, 
elementary schools and libraries. Illus- 
trated are eight of the more popular 
nursery rhymes including “Jack and 
Jill,” “Little Boy Blue,” “Mary and 
Her Lamb,” “The Old Woman Who 
Lived in the Shoe,” “Tommy Tittle- 
mouse,” “Rain, Rain, Go Away,” “Lit- 
tle Miss Muffet,” and “Pussy Cat.” 

Rojankovsky’s illustrations for The 
Tall Mother Goose, for which some of 
these pictures originally were made, 
are well known, as is his work in 
some of the forty-odd other books he 
has illustrated. Beautiful colors, sim- 
ple perspective and sly humor mark 
all of the pictures. The artist has given 
an original, rather quaint interpreta- 
tion to the familiar nursery rhymes. 
The main characters stand out in sharp 
focus with uncluttered backgrounds. It 
is difficult to think of any child who 
would not respond to their simplicity, 
beauty and truth. 

Since the pictures are printed on 
rather lightweight paper, it would be 
advisable either to mount or to frame 
them. One or two frames with button 
backs have been used successfully in 
some schools and libraries. 

The Pictures From Mother Goose are 
recommended for home, school, and 
library purchase. 


Visualized Curriculum Series, “Living 
Together in the Modern World.” 
Published by Creative Educational 





Society, Mankato, Minn. Seven prob- 
lems. All pictures 8% by 11 inches, 
black and white. Teacher’s manual, 
cross reference index, stiff-board 
filing box with each problem. Each 
$12.50; set of 7, $69.50. 


The Visualized Curriculum Series 
consists of seven problems or sets of 
pictures lithographed on heavy card 
stock. Titles include: Food, Shelter, 
Clothing, Communication, Transporta- 
tion, Conservation of Human Resources 
and Conservation of Natural Resources. 
Two sets, Food, 121 pictures, and Con- 
servation of Natural Resources, 119 
pictures, were examined by the Sub- 
committee. Both sets were published in . 
1940. 

The editorial board of the Visualized 
Curriculum Series consists of a number 
of well-known educators. Each prob- 
lem has been prepared by a curricu- 
lum specialist; for example, No. 1, 
Food, was prepared by Anne Holdford 
and Rose Wyler and No. 7, Conserva- 
tion of Natural Resources, by Effie 
Bathurst. In addition, nationally-known 
authorities in child development and 
in subject fields have acted as con- 
sultants. 


The pictures in each set are grouped 
under logical subjects or subheadings 
of the problem presented, e.g., the food 
problem is subdivided into Health, 
Grains, Vegetables, Fruits, Dairy Prod- 
ucts, Poultry, Meat and Fish. The 
source of supply, processing and dis- 
tribution of each food is shown. On 
the back of each there is information 
about the picture and questions to help 
the children to “see” the picture. Each 
plate is numbered and is given a title 
also. The name of the problem and the 
subdivision is printed on the two long 
sides of the back of the picture. In 
this way the pictures may easily be 
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returned to their proper place in the 
file as they are used. 


The photographs have been well 
selected to present a subject or phase 
of a subject. Several plates have more 
than one photograph, but in no case 
are they so small as to lose their use- 
fulness. They are so clear that one 
sees the smallest details; for example, 
the atmosphere, dust, forest fires and 
similar conditions seem to exist around 
one as he looks at the picture.., 


The guides for teachers, though not 
identical, all follow a similar pattern. 
They include suggestions for use of 
the pictures and the guide, study sug- 
gestions for lower and upper elemen- 
tary grades, and a bibliography of 
books, periodicals, pamphlets, films, 
games, dramatizations and paintings. 
The guides seem to contain much valu- 
able information and many important 
suggestions. They should prove help- 
ful to teachers in the organization of 
subject matter and in enriching their 
own background. 


The cross reference index lists the 
pictures from the seven problems under 
general subject headings subdivided by 
smaller topics. Pictures are referred 
to by a symbol for the unit and a num- 
ber indicating the picture within a 
unit. This index is important for locat- 
ing pictures on various subjects and 
would assist greatly in the use of the 
pictures for all purposes. 

The Visualized Curriculum Series 
contains pictures useful in schools, well 
presented, arranged and indexed, and 
the plans and suggestions for using 
them are sound educationally. For 
these reasons the separate problems 
are recommended for purchase by 
schools and libraries. The entire set 
of seven problems is recommended 
where it can be afforded. 


MUSEUMS AND ART DEALERS 
AS PICTURE SOURCES 


In addition to the commercial firms 
who publish sets of educational pic- 
tures primarily for schools, museums 
and art dealers provide a valuable 
source of material for a library’s pic- 
ture collection. Many art firms and 
large city museums offer for sale single 
items, usually reproductions of works 
of art in their collections, which the 
librarian can obtain at a nominal cost. 
Some publish catalogs from which pic- 
tures can be chosen, others do not. A 
few of those who have such catalogs 
are indicated below. This list is repre- 
sentative rather than inclusive, as no 
attempt has been made to compile an 
exhaustive list. 

Two sets of pictures, Revival of the 
Past Ages, published by A. A. Lampl, 
and the Boston Museum of Fine Art’s 
Reconstructing the Past series, are re- 
viewed in some detail as examples of 
relatively expensive sets in contrast to 
the inexpensive single pictures. 

The museums and art dealers listed 
below as sources were selected on the 
basis of an examination of their cata- 
logs and were chosen if their list of 
material for sale was not too short 
and if the information was sufficiently 
complete for the librarian to make a 
purchase. The pictures for sale include 
fine color reproductions, photographs 
of objects in museums, some of them 
on postcards, and even a few sets of 
small inexpensive pictures for school 
notebooks. ; 

It might be noted that the Museum of 
Modern Art offers traveling exhibi- 
tions, many of which are planned par- 
ticularly for display in schools. Some 
of these are composed of original mate- 
rial and others contain color reproduc- 
tions, original prints and photographs. 
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“ American Museum of Natural History 
Central Park W. & 79th St., New York, 
N.Y. 

Art Education, Inc. 

6 E. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 
Art Extension Press 

Westport, Conn. 

Art Institute of Chicago 

Michigan & Adams, Chicago, Il. 
Associated American Artists 

711 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Brooklyn Museum 

Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Colonial Art Co. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

David Ashley, Inc. 

230 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Edith M. Cook Projects 

Westtown, Pa. 

Erich S. Herrman 

385 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Freer Gallery of Art 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
Fridenberg Galleries 

22 W. 56th St., New York, N.Y. 
House of Art 

6 E. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Fifth Ave. & 82nd St., New York, N.Y. 
Museum of Fine Arts 

Boston, Mass. 

Museum of Modern Art 

11 W. 53rd St., New York, N.Y. 
New York Graphic Society 

10 W. 33rd St., New York, N.Y. 
Raymond & Raymond 

10 E. 49th St., New York, N-Y. 
Twin Editions 

366 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 
University Prints 

Newton, Mass. 


Reconstructing the Past; illustrative 


sets. Published by Museum of Fine 
Arts, Division of Museum Extension, 
Boston, Mass., 1939 —— Nos. 1-4 
published to date, $5.20 each; special 
subscription to Nos. 1-12 inclusive, 
$4.20 each. 


Contents: No. 1, Elizabethan England, 
by Franklin B. Williams; No. 2, Greek 
Athletics and Festivals in the Fifth 
Century, by Hester Harrington Stow; 
No. 3, The French Renaissance, by 
Catherine E. Boyd; No. 4, Life in Eight- 
eenth Century England, by Robert J. 
Allen. Each published portfolio con- 
tains forty or more plates, 12 by 16% 
inches, with captions, and a text aver- 
aging forty pages in booklet form. 

The publishers state that other sub- 
jects being considered for future inclu- 
sion in the series are: The Byzantine 
World; Vergil, the National Poet; The 
Mediaeval Cathedral; Mediaeval Town 
Life; Greek Drama and the Ancient 
Theatre; Canterbury Tales and Chau- 
cer’s England; Three Centuries of 
Shakespeare; the French Revolution 
and Napoleon; Roman Daily Life; The 
Arthurian Legend. 

The fourth in the series, Life in 
Eighteenth Century England, was ex- 
amined for review. The pictures are 
printed on a heavy quality of buff pa- 
per, the reproductions are quite clear. 
and the print of the text is large and 
well spaced. 

The pictures, in black and white, 
sometimes two or three on a sheet, 
more frequently just one, are repro- 
ductions of well-known paintings and 
engravings. The title and artist of each 
pieture is noted, and usually the loca- 
tion of the original in some art gallery, 
in this country or in England, is indi- 
cated. 

Although many of the pictures are 
the work of such famous artists as 
Gainsborough, Reynolds and Hogarth, 
they have been chosen primarily be- 
cause of their significance in depicting 
the spirit and life of the times. They 
penetrate into various areas of life, 
social, economic, artistic, and intellec- 
tual. Many of the pictures are useful in 
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correlation with the curriculum, espe- 
cially those that illustrate the physical 
environment of the people of the eight- 
eenth century in England. Landscape 
paintings and other pictures conveying 
less concrete ideas are also included 
and their use is probably not so specific. 

Each sheet includes an informative 
and helpful descriptive note giving a 
few statements on some phase of the 
life of the period illustrated in the 
accompanying picture. Planned on a 
high reading level, the text has a con- 
cise style, a sizable vocabulary, and 
requires that the reader possess some 
background of information. 

The accompanying booklet, Life in 
Eighteenth Century England, by Robert 
J. Allen, also written in a somewhat 
scholarly vein, stresses the social val- 
ues of the period. Two very useful 
bibliographies follow the text: “Re- 
cordings of Eighteenth Century Music 
in England” and “Recommended 
Books.” 

The pictures in the set would be 
more useful in the hands of the indi- 
vidual high school student or adult than 
for display because of the large amount 
of detail in most of the pictures and 
because of the accompanying textual 
interpretations. 

Reconstructing the Past is recom- 
mended for public libraries and large 
high school libraries with generous 
budgets. 


A Revival of the Past Ages; costumes, 
accessories, architecture, social life 
and various activities; comp. by 
Yvonne Francoise Jossic. Published 
by A. A. Lampl, successor to H. C. 
Perleberg, 4817 Windsor Ave., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Nine portfolios, 11 by 14 
inches, $45 a set; parts not sold sep- 
arately. 


A Revival of the Past Ages consists 








of nine portfolios covering various 
periods of history from ancient times 
to the eighteenth century. Parts 1-8, 
twenty plates each, then published by 
H. C. Perleberg at $6.75 per volume, 
were reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January 1936. Since that time 
the material has been expanded and 
considerable changes have been made. 
The present contents include: Part 1, 
Prehistoric Man and Primitive Peoples; 
The Ancient East; Part 2, Western 
Mediterranean Cultures I (Minoan and 
Greek); Western Mediterranean Cul- 
tures II (Italic and Roman); Part 3, 
The Orient: India-China-Japan; Part 
4, The Middle Ages; Part 5, XIV-XV 
Century; Part 6, Pre-Columbian 
American; Part 7, XVI—XVII Century; 
Part 8, The Colonized Americas; Part 
9, XVIII Century. 


There are 360 plates in the present 
series, 40 in each volume, printed ‘on 
fairly heavy cardboard in black and 
white. (Parts 4 and 5 contain a fair 
portion of plates on thin paper.) Many 
of the plates contain several pictures, 
often nine or ten, and a considerable 
number have only one picture or 
sketch. The full-page illustrations 
could be used in groups; the small pic- 
tures would be more adaptable to in- 
dividual study. 

The reproductions are taken for the 
most part from the museum collections 
of the world and include photographs 
of objects in their collections, their 
paintings, sculpture, murals. Illustra- 
tions from a few books selected for 
material close to its original source 
have also been used. Sources of the 
pictures are always listed carefully, as 
was the case when the set was previ- 
ously reviewed. If a creative work, the 
artist’s name and the title of the picture 
are given. 

Each portfolio, except 4 and 5, con- 
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tains a separate table of contents which 
lists in chronological order the plates, 
the numbered pictures on each plate 
by descriptive title, and the location of 
the original from which this picture has 
been reproduced. The print of the table 
of contents is clear but much too small. 


Parts 1, 2 and 3 use Roman numerals 
for the plates, thereafter Arabic nu- 
merals are employed. Many times 
there are Arabic figures on the face of 
the picture, indicating the historical 
period according to the key in the fore- 
word of the table of contents. There is 
also an Arabic number for each pic- 
ture on the plate. This quantity of 
numbering, although clear after study- 
ing the plan, is definitely a hindrance 
to quick identification of material. 
Moreover, the photographed numbers 
are not always too easily discernible. 
Parts 4 and 5 give identification and 
source below each picture instead of 
referring to a table of contents. It is 
to be regretted that the latter plan was 
not followed throughout the set, as 
consulting the contents slows up the 
student to a marked degree. 

It is interesting to observe that the 
character of the material shows a tran- 
sition parallel with the chronological 
development followed in the pictures. 
The descriptions of primitive man and 
old civilizations, including pre-Colum- 
bian American, are largely handled 
through photographs of art in museums 
and of excavated objects of earlier 
civilizations. Likewise the pictures of 
the homes of these people are shown by 
reproductions of pictures painted on 
museum walls or excavated tombs, and 
by photographs of museum models. 

Life in the Far East is shown through 
photographs, principally of buildings 
and art. The parts describing the Mid- 
dle Ages and later periods use sketches 
of public buildings, homes, interiors, 





costumes and reproductions of paint- 
ings and engravings emphasizing archi- 
tecture and costume. Many line draw- 
ings of costumes are included. Repro- 
ductions throughout the entire set are 
clear and definite with details in sharp 
focus. To examine the material in this 
set is somewhat like visiting the mu- 
seums of the world. 


The serious drawback in using the 
set successfully in schools is the neces- 
sity of consulting the table df contents 
to identify each picture. This handi- 
cap could be overcome with some cata- 
loging and clerical labor. 


In general the recommendation given 
the earlier edition by the Committee 
still applies. The material in Revival of 
the Past Ages is excellent from the 
standpoint of authenticity, clarity, cur- 
riculum enrichment, adult and juvenile 
interest. It is best adapted to use in 
junior and senior high schools but the 
pre-Columbian and colonial America 
sections would also be useful in grades 
5 and 6. Although the arrangement of 
the set is awkward and the price is 
high, it is recommended for school and 
public libraries having large picture 
collections. 


PICTURE SERVICES OF ASSO. 
CIATIONS, SOCIETIES, AND 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 


Picture material distributed by as- 
sociations, societies, and government 
agencies merits favorable consideration 
as, in general, it establishes high stand- 
ards for informational pictorial publi- 
cations. When issued officially by 
learned societies, professional associa- 
tions, government agencies and organ- 
izations enjoying governmental spon- 
sorship and wide public support it 
represents selections which experts in 
their subject fields consider significant. 
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Material for such official publications 
must meet the approval of a committee 
or final authority within the organiza- 
tion, and so stands for the considered 
findings or representative thought of 
the sponsoring agency. 

Pictures which these organizations 
have made available for general dis- 
tribution often serve an original pur- 
pose of documenting reports, technical 
papers or feature articles in which ac- 
curacy and clarity of detail are prime 
requisites. Frequently, as in the case 
of the U.S. Forest Service or Bureau of 
Reclamation, the preparation of pic- 
tures is a specified duty of the organ- 
ization so that a high degree of tech- 
nical skill is exercised in making them. 

Since the cost of the original pro- 
duction is met by the sponsoring or- 
ganization, the price to purchasers rep- 
resents only reproduction and distri- 
bution costs. Very small expenditures 
by the purchasers yield high dividends 
in attractive presentation of valuable 
information. 

These comments apply only to those 
organizations whose objectives and op- 
erations are above criticism from the 
standpoint of integrity and high pur- 
pose. It is obvious that the output of 
those which promote narrow or special 
interests or a biased point of view 
should be avoided. If used for some 
outstanding pictorial value, there 
should be a thorough understanding of 
the implications of such material. 

Typical sources for lists of pictures 
available from such agencies include 
Subject Index to Collections of Nega- 
tives of Historical Prints and Photo- 
graphs, U.S. Library of Congress In- 
formation and. Publications Office; 
(‘School Life Magazine, U.S. Office of 
‘Education; Library Journal; Wilson 
Library Bulletin. Journals and maga- 
zines of societies and professional as- 


sociations list current publications 
sponsored by the associations. 

A sampling of pictures distributed 
by a representative group of corporate 
bodies was examined by the Subcom- 
mittee. The American Classical League 
Service Bureau at Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, Nashville, Tenn., has a group of 
reprints of photographs entitled Illus- 
trations of Ancient Rome and Mythol- 
ogy. They are available in’ varying 
sizes at 3c each and include reproduc- 
tions of paintings. on classical themes 
and photographs of statues, buildings 
and places. The pictures are too small 
for group examination, but are ade- 
quate for bulletin boards and note- 
books. Although they are useful 
teaching material, printing processes 
employed fail to give vitality and ap- 
peal to many of the works of art. They 
are recommended, however, because of 
their subject matter and low price. 

The National Audubon Society, 1006 
Fifth Ave., New York, includes among 
its numerous publications Audubon 
Bird Cards in three sets of fifty bird 
portraits each and a group of Audubon 
Bird Charts. The bird cards, post card 
size, are natural colored illustrations 
of winter, spring and summer birds of 
eastern North America in character- 
istic surroundings. The reverse of each 
card bears an interesting short “biog- 
raphy of the subject.” The sets are 
priced at $1 each. 

Of the charts, two are now available 
according to the Society’s catalog; No. 
3 Winter Birds and No. 4 Migrant 
Birds, at $2.50 each. These are litho- 
graphed life-size portraits of eastern 
birds in natural color on charts, 27 by 
42 inches, mounted on cloth with roll- 
ers. Both the cards and the charts are 
recommended. : 

Separate color sheets from the Na- 
tional Geographic Magazine are sup- 
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plied by the National Geographic So- 
ciety, Washington, D.C., through its 
School Service Department, in units of 
48 or 96 sheets, 30c and 50c respective- 
ly. These reprints of the colored illus- 
trations in the magazine are available 
for educational use only. A price list 
may be obtained upon request. 

Two picture sets prepared by the Pan 
American Union, Division of Intellec- 
tual Cooperation, Washington 6, D.C., 
are Children in Latin American Art 
and Contemporary Art in Latin Amer- 
ica. The former includes twelve prints, 
9 by 6 inches, 25c, and is made up of 
black and white reproductions of paint- 
ings by Latin American artists depict- 
ing child life and children of the differ- 
ent cultures south of the Rio Grande. 
Two manuals, one for children inter- 
preting pictures and one for teachers 
with biographical notes on each painter, 
accompany the pictures. Planned to de- 
velop children’s interest in children 
of other lands, these reproductions 
would serve art appreciation classes in 
high school and study clubs. The black 
and white prints sacrifice some of the 
charm of the characteristic color of the 
originals. They are recommended. 

The packet Contemporary Art in 
Latin America, no. 2, 1945, contains 32 
prints, 6 by 9 inches, and is priced at 
35c. These prints also are black and 
white and illustrate paintings and 
sculpture of contemporary Latin Am- 
erican artists. A manual of biographi- 
cal notes is included. The set is rec- 
ommended. Set. no. 1 containing 32 
reproductions and’ published in 1943 
was not examined. 

Scripta Mathematica, 186th St., and 
Amsterdam Ave., New York, publishes 
a series of portrait portfolios including: 
Portraits of Eminent Mathematicians, 
nos. I and II, $5 and $3.75; Portraits of 
Famous Philosophers Who Were Also 


Mathematicians, III, $3.75; Portraits of 
Famous Physicists, IV, $3.75; $13.50 for 
the set. Mathematical Designs and 
Models (in preparation), $5; on sub- 
scription $3.75. Portfolios II and IV 
were examined, Each includes twelve 
portraits, 1334 by 9% inches, accom- 
panied by biographical and personality 
sketches written by an eminent scien- 
tist in the same field. Line drawings of 
additional portraits, statues or associa- 
tion material embellish headings and 
sometimes backs of the folders on 
which the biographical material is 
printed. The portraits are reproduc- 
tions of contemporary paintings, photo- 
graphs or statues. Excellence of print- 
ing and reprints, the quality of hand 
laid paper, the artistic design, and the 
useful biographical essays make these 
portfolios valuable display and refer- 
ence material for libraries whose 
senior high school or adult patrons 
would have serious interest in the sub- 
ject. They are recommended. 


In addition to the societies and asso- 
ciations mentioned above, various 
United States government agencies 
furrish pictures to schools and libraries 
either free or at a small cost. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest 
Service has in its collection fifty thou- 
sand photographs illustrating practi- 
cally all phases of forestry and forest 
conservation, as well as a few allied 
subjects. They are glossy prints, 8% 
by 10 inches, and are 40c each. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Reclamation distributes offi- 
cial negatives showing constructions, 
crops and settlement conditions on rec- 
lamation projects. Photographic ex- 
hibits available for loan include fifty 
photographs, 8 by 10 inches, with lec- 
tures on government projects. 

The Department of the Interior, Di- 
vision of Information collection con- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








58 SuBscRIPTION Booxs BULLETIN 





tains one thousand photographs illus- 
trating the natural resources of the 
United States. Glossy prints, 8 by 10 
inches, covering one thousand subjects 
selected from two hundred thousand 
negatives are listed as available with- 
out cost for reproduction as editorial 
matter only. 

From collections of negatives such as 
the following in the Library of Con- 
gress, Division of Fine Arts contact 
prints and enlargements can be sup- 
plied at moderate cost and are recom- 
mended. 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
is a series of photographs of structures 
of historic or architectural interest 
erected before 1870. Catalog (1941) is 
available from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Of- 
fice at $1.25. 

The Archives of Hispanic Culture 
contain photographs of architecture 
and other types of art in South Ameri- 
can countries. Negatives, 4 by 5 inches, 
mounted enlarged photographs, 11 by 
14 inches, and lantern slides, 2 by 2 
inches, are available on loan to school 
and public libraries through Inter- 
library Loan, Loan Division, Library 
of Congress. No catalog is available. 

The Farm Security Administration 
and Office of War Information’s col- 
lections of documentary photographs 
provide a sociological and economic 
survey of the United States, 1935-1943. 
Sizes of negatives vary from 35mm. to 
8 by 10 inches. No catalog is available 
but the Index of Microfilms, an alpha- 
betic index to principal subjects of the 
first one hundred reels of microfilm 
copies of documentary photographs, 
shows the scope of the collection. The 
Index may be secured upon request 
from the Publications Office of the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

Pictorial Americana, a set of photo- 


graphs of historic prints portraying 
various phases of American life and 
history, 5 by 7 and 8 by 10 inches, is 
also useful library material. Catalog 
(1945) is available on request. 

All of these excellent photographs 
from the Library of Congress collec- 
tions are striking in detail and in 
beauty when that is a possible factor. 
They are valuable for bulletin boards 
and their clear, sharp outlines are re- 
tained when displayed under glass or 
other protective covering. 

The U.S. Federal Works Agency, 
Office of Information, Exhibits and 
Photographic Section and the U.S. Of- 
fice of Inter-American Affairs also dis- 
tribute various pictures. The former 
include negatives of photographs in the 
American guide series file, and the 
latter are photographs of scenes in 
Latin American countries. 

Foreign information services also 
furnish pictures chiefly of the geog- 
raphy and peoples of those countries 
either free or at small cost. A few of 
these are: 


American Russian Institute 

58 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Association for United Nations 

45 E. 65th St., New York 21, N.Y. 
British Information Service 

35 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. 
National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship 

114 E. 32nd St., New York 16, N.Y. 
Netherlands Information Bureau 

10 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. 


Polish Government Information Center 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 


Family Life in Other Lands. Published 
by the East and West Association, 
40 E. 49th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 
Three sets of 16 sheets each, printed 
in black and white on 8% by 11 inch 
paper with pictures varying in size 
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from 4 by 6% to 8% by 9 inches, 50c 
per set. 


The East and West Association is an 
organization “devoted to furthering 
mutual knowledge and understanding 
between peoples.” Through this series 
of picture portfolios it is the Associa- 
tion’s purpose to present “attractive, 
interesting, and authentic photographs” 
of everyday life in other countries as 
an aid in attaining their goal. Port- 
folios on China, India and Russia are 
available at present; others are in prep- 
aration. 

The first page of each series has a 
small picture, a table of contents for 
the series and a preface by Pearl S. 
Buck. The other pages have one or 
two photographs with a caption for 
each. The flour mill, the ancestral 
shrine, the village school, the state 
university, getting ready for the day, 
collective farms, a farmhouse, the mail- 
man, nursery schools are only a few of 
the ordinary, everyday-life activities 
represented. 

The photographs are clear, distinct, 
and authentic. Because many of the 
same activities are presented for each 
country, the similarities of life and 
customs are brought out. If used in 
the order indicated in the table of con- 
tents, the pictures tell a consecutive 
story. The carefully worded captions 
make it possible to use the pictures 
separately to illustrate topics rather 
than countries. 

The individual sheets need to be 
mounted if they are to be used ex- 
tensively for exhibit or classroom pur- 
poses. 

The East and West Association’s pic- 
ture portfolio series is recommended 
for use in libraries and in junior and 
senior high school classrooms. 


CHARTS AND POSTERS 


Air Age Education Research wall 
charts. Published by Air Age Educa- 
tion Research, 100 E. 42nd St., New 
York 17, N.Y., 1946. $1 each; $5 for 
set of 6. 


The Air Age Education Research is 
sponsored by American Airlines, Inc. 
Reviews of some of the maps included 
in their kits of materials for classroom 
purposes were published in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, October 1945. 

Of the wall charts, two have been 
available for examination, the “Air 
Ocean” and “Meteorology.” The re- 
maining charts in the series, which 
according to the publisher’s statement 
will conform in format and character, 
are “Aerodynamics,” “Aircraft,” “Navi- 
gation” and “Radio Navigation.” 

These charts are approximately 3 by 
4 feet and in the proofs seen, at least, 
the paper is not heavy enough for use 
by the students. Cardboard tubes in 
which to store and circulate them 
would be an advantage. 

The coloring and lettering used are 
both pleasant and effective. Good tones 
of blue, green and beige are employed 
and the white lettering is large in size 
and simple in form so that it can be 
easily read at classroom distance. 

The “Air Ocean” chart shows the 
stratosphere, earth’s rotations, and 
sun’s energy rays by means of graphs 
and charts. Effect of oxygen lack at 
different altitudes from sea level to ten 
miles up at varying temperatures and 
air pressure is given in a clear, in- 
formative diagram at the base of the 
chart. 

The “Meteorology” chart illustrates 
weather fronts, forecast symbols, tem- 
perature line, favorable winds, etc. 

While information of this type may 
be found in other sources, it has not 
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been easily assembled before in’ such 
well-designed and instructive wall 
charts. They are decorative and in- 
formative, and seem to be authentic in 
technical detail. They are recommend- 
ed for reference use in school libraries 
and with science and geography classes. 


American Medical Association, 535 N. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 10, Ill. Health 
posters. Sold in sets only; 25c per 
set of 8. 


These are black and white, 14 by 11 
inch posters printed on heavy enameled 
paper with each set emphasizing a 
color in the lettering or lines of the 
individual poster. 

Set No. 1 consists of: “Good Eyes,” 
“Vacation,” “Laughter,” “Healthy 
Hearts,” “Candy,” “Keep Cool,” “Cover 
that Sneeze,” “Healthy Babies.” This 
set emphasizes red in the lettering on 
the poster. 

Set No. 2 contains the following sub- 
jects with emphasis on blue in 
the lettering and lines: “Health of 
Youth,” “Exercise,” “Relaxation,” 
“Sleep,” “Ready for ~- School,” “Start 
Health Lessons Early,” “Safe Toys,” 
“Food.” 

Set No. 3 contains the following sub- 
jects outlined in green: “Clothing,” 
“Personality,” “Cleanliness,” “Beauty,” 
“Marriage,” “Eating Between: Meals,” 
“Adolescence,” “Health Begins at 
Home.” 

The pictures although in black and 
white are outstanding because of shad- 
ows used in photography. The red, 
blue, green and black colors used in 
the lettering are attractive. The type 
is large in size, simple in form and can 
be easily read at classroom distance. 
The lettering and placement of picture 
differs on each poster in order to make 
a pleasing variety. Each poster is dec- 


orative, informative, and covers just 
one subject. 

The American Medical Association 
health posters are recommended for 
bulletin board material for the class- 
room teacher and the school library. 


Blackhurst Visual Aid Charts. Pub- 
lished by Blackhurst Book Sales, Inc., 
1066 U.P. Station, Des Moines, Iowa: 
1937-1943. Fifteen units of related 
pictures, charts or placards (21 to 33 
in each unit). Lithographed or print- 
ed in black on white bristol board, 
8% by 11 inches, with the exception 
of the unit Choice Maxims (7 by 11 
inches). The pictures, charts, and 
placards are all loose; a cover folder 
is furnished with each unit in the 
series. Price per unit $1.95. 


The fifteen units are grouped in 
three series. The social science series 
includes Dutch Colonial Life, Post 
Office, American Indian Life, Choice 
Maxims, Safety—Home, Field and 
Street, Before the Railroad (Pioneer 
Industries); the industrial science 
series consists of Lumber Industry, 
Coal Industry, Dairy Industry, Land 
Transportation, Water Transportation; 
and in the science series are Seeds 
and Seed Carriers, Honey Bees and 
Their Ways, Stars of Spring and Sum- 
mer, Stars of Fall and Winter. The 
copyright date of 1939 for material in 
the unit, Post Office, explains the fact 
that the cost of special delivery is re- 
ported as 10c on first class mail under 
two pounds. 

J. H. Blackhurst is editor of the 
series and the author of the units, Safe- 
ty, Land Transportation, and Post 
Office. The authors of some of the 
other units are classroom teachers. In 
some cases author and artist are one. 

Descriptive or explanatory material 
for the pupil’s use is found on the re- 
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verse of the picture or chart. With 
some units an additional sheet con- 
taining general information for the 
teacher is given. This includes sug- 
gestions of activities related to the sub- 
ject content of the unit and bibliog- 
raphies for pupil and teacher. 

The form of bibliographic entry em- 
ployed is not uniform throughout the 
units; publisher is given for some items 
but not for all. Copyright dates in- 
dicate many titles listed were published 
in 1920’s or earlier, e.g., those in the 
Post Office unit. Identification of source 
is not always complete, e.g., “Write to 
Madison College, Tennessee, for the 
booklet on soy products.” Iowa mate- 
rials apparently have been relied upon 
heavily for authority in the treatment 
of some units. 

In the treatment of at least one unit, 
Seeds and Seed Carriers, the author 
has employed the device of printing 
certain words of more than one syllable 
as divided into syllables without the 
use of hyphens, e.g., “e ject ed.” This 
easily might prove more confusing than 
helpful, even though such words are 
printed in a distinctive type. 

The material in the unit Choice Max- 
ims has serious faults. Each poster 
carries in heavy type two maxims, one 
printed on each side. Authorship of 
the maxims is indicated in 38 of the 50 
represented in the unit. In some in- 
stances the full name of the author is 
given; in others, only the last name. 
Some of the sayings which are not at- 
tributed to an author are clumsy or 
colloquial in style. These posters are 
evidently designed for use in grades 
and high school. 

The content of the units entitled 
Stars of Spring and Summer and Stars 
of Fall and Winter is well adapted to 
pictorial presentation. However, it is 
possible that this two-unit treatment 


of constellations includes more detail 
than is necessary for the average ele- 
mentary and even secondary school 
student. It would seem that one unit, 
discussing the constellations more 
briefly might be sufficient. 

The format used throughout the 
series is adaptable to classroom and 
individual use. The drawings on most 
of the charts are large and clear enough 
to be displayed in a classroom and the 
bristol board on which the charts are 
printed is sufficiently strong to with- 
stand handling in the library. The art 
work on some of the units is poor, 
notably in the Safety unit. The pic- 
tures on the whole are uneven in ex- 
ecution and instructional value. 

In general, inadequacies in the ma- 
terial are outweighed by the fact that 
the pictures and charts with accom- 
panying explanatory material repre- 
sent a significant amount of informa- 
tion. Although the Blackhurst Visual 
Aid Charts are not recommended for 
purchase as a complete series, indi- 
vidual units, with exceptions noted 
above, are recommended as they serve 
instruction in intermediate and upper 
grades. 


Children’s Book Council, 62 W. 45th 
St., New York, N.Y. Numerous items 
of pictorial material at various prices. 


The Children’s Book Council, through 
R. R. Bowker Company, publishes a 
varied collection of picture materials 
for use in schools and school libraries, 
including picture maps, posters, broad- 
sides, display items for Book Week and 
other anniversaries. The material men- 
tioned below is only representative and 
not an inclusive listing. 

“Excerpts from the Second Inaugural 
Address by Abraham Lincoln,” “The 
Mayflower Compact,” “The Gettysburg 
Address” are three posters in clear 
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black type on heavy white paper, 18 
inches by 2 feet. A small quantity of 
these posters is available at 50c for each 
poster. Their distinguished, dignified 
format is in keeping with the impor- 
tant documents they reproduce. Rec- 
ommended to accompany library ex- 
hibits and for use on special commem- 
orative days. 

Children Need Books is a set of six 
posters on black and white, 16 by 11 
inches, priced at 75c for the set. Titles 
included are “Pattern for Living,” “Do- 
ing Things,” “The Story Is the Thing,” 
“Looking Ahead,” “Books of Their 
Own,” “Children Need Books.” A pho- 
tographic reproduction, suitably ex- 
pressing the idea suggested by the 
title, fills ten inches at the top of each 
poster. The remaining space contains 
text signed by such familiar names as 
Franklin K. Mathiews, Frances Olcott, 
Anne T. Eaton, Frederick Melcher, 
Anne Carroll Moore, and Nora Beust. 
These posters might be used as inspira- 
tional material in teachers’ rooms, for 
P.T.A. meetings or possibly with talks 
to adults about children’s books. Their 
lack of color, amount of text and adult 
message limits their use. 

Two posters, twelve inches square, 
available in quantity at 50c each are 
entitled “The Type Speaks: ‘I am the 
voice of today, the herald of tomor- 
row” and “A Decalogue of Canons.” 
The latter gives ten sentences of ad- 
vice, a typical one being the familiar 
‘Don’t put off till tomorrow what you 
can do today.” It is more irritating than 
inspiring and its value is doubtful. 

Included also in the material ex- 
amined were the 1945 Book Week 
poster and the poster “United Through 
Books,” showing the children of all 
nations. Both are available at 25c each 
and are still timely in their appeal. 
Two posters in good clear colors are 


“Books Build Character,” which shows 
a boy earnestly reading, with the heads 
of Washington and Lincoln showing in 
the background; and “Know Your 
Country.” The latter is in the usual 
Book Week poster size, with a sign 
post book in the background and the 
slogan “Read books.” These posters 
make good bulletin board material and 
are helpful in preparing library ex- 
hibits and displays. They are recom- 
mended. 


Denoyer-Geppert Co., 5235 Ravens- 
wood Ave., Chicago 40, Ill. Pictures 
and charts at various prices and 
mountings as indicated below. 


Denoyer-Geppert Company pub- 
lishes numerous sets of charts and pic- 
tures intended primarily for school use. 
Three sets of charts and three of pic- 
tures were selected for review in this 
issue. Maps which were considered 
representative of Denoyer-Geppert 
materials were reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, October 1945. 

The General Biology Charts. Set of 
28 charts on heavy paper attached to 
solid steel chart head with tripod stand 
and teacher’s manual, $32.75; any 
twelve available at $16.75. See catalog 
for prices on other mountings. The 
editors of this series are Professors 
H. N. Goddard, L. A. Kenoyer, and 
F. J. Hinds of Western Michigan Col- 
lege of Education. The series consists 
of 28 large size wall charts, 44 by 32 
inches, in color, prepared for use in 
the classroom and laboratory. The 
teacher’s manual describes and identi- 
fies by letter and number the figures 
on each chart. 

The 253 separate drawings in the 
charts are large enough to be seen 
readily at average class distance. The 
figures are of American species of 
plants and animals which are discussed 
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in high school biology and zoology 
courses. Sufficient structural detail of 
the plant or animal is given to enable 
students to understand function and to 
recognize and classify living things. 

These charts are recommended for 
high school classrooms and laboratories 
where they can be afforded. 

Our Democracy Charts, edited by 
Francis L. Bacon. Heavy manila edi- 
tion attached to solid steel chart head 
on tripod stand, $31.75; for each chart 
omitted deduct $1.35. See catalog for 
prices of the series in various mount- 
ings and of single charts. Twenty charts 
in color, 44 by 32 inches each, are in- 
cluded in this set. A 66 page manual, 
copyrighted in 1946, describes each 
chart. A few of the subjects included 
are: Our Heritage of Freedom, Growth 
of Democracy in Early America, The 
Bill of Rights, Rise of the Common 
Man, Education in Our Democracy, 
Charter for World Security. The four 
charts which show world organization 
for peace are especially timely, cover- 
ing important events in the peace 
movement through 1945. 

The series is planned to give an over- 
all view of the most significant phases 
of the story of American democracy. 
Topics are presented by graphs, stick 
figures and pictures with designs in 
contrasting colors. The coloring and 
lettering are both pleasant and effect- 
ive. The charts can be used in social 
studies classes at junior high school 
level and above and also with adults. 

The charts purchased in the complete 
set or individually will be invaluable 
to use alone or with other material. 
They are informative, authentic, and 
attractive and are recommended for 
reference use in libraries and the class- 
room. 

Winslow Health and Hygiene Charts, 
edited by Charles E. Winslow. Eighteen 


large wall charts, 44 to 32 inches. 
$38.05 for the manila edition attached 
to solid steel chart head; other mount- 
ings at various prices. May be pur- 
chased in any number. A teacher’s 
manual accompanies a set of eight or 
more gratis; with smaller sets or extra 
copies, 75c. The charts illustrate the 
following topics in health instruction: 
Living Substance, The Skeletal System, 
The Muscular System, Food Values, 
Digestion, Dental Hygiene, Air and 
Health, Circulation, Secretion and Ex- 
cretion, The Nervous System, The Eye, 
The Ear, Germs and Germ Diseases, 
Municipal Sanitation, Insect Enemies, 
The Health Department, Alcohol, and 
Alcohol and Narcotic. Effective color- 
ing and lettering have been used. They 
are practically free from text matter, 
making possible a free use in class dis- 
cussions, reviews and tests. 

This series would be useful as teach- 
ing aids for health, physical education, 
biology, general science, domestic sci- 
ence or psychology at junior high or 
high school level. Each teacher should 
examine the group and select the ones 
most needed in his teaching program. 
Two supplementary charts, Alcohol and 
Alcohol and Narcotics, are perhaps two 
which would not be purchased. 

The Winslow Health and Hygiene 
Charts are rather expensive but wher- 
ever they can be afforded they are 
recommended. Librarians should bear 
in mind that these charts, as well as 
the others discussed above, are pre- 
pared for classroom rather than library 
use and that in libraries their unwieldy 
size limits their usefulness to reference 
purposes only. 

The Britannia History Pictures. Eight 
wall pictures, each 26 by 35 inches. Un- 
mounted (heavy art paper) $2.50 each; 
on masonite with edges protected by a 
black metal trim—$5.50 each; under 
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glass with 14% inch ebonized frame, $7 
each. This series of pictures, printed 
in Great Britain and sold by Denoyer- 
Geppert Co., depicts events in English 
history. The pictures are copper en- 
graved on antique finish paper in sepia 
shade. In addition to the main histori- 
cal theme presented in each picture, the 
background of the scene, the dress, 
equipment, etc., of the characters is de- 
picted in authentic fashion. The titles 
are: “Harold’s Last Stand,” “King John 
Sealing the Magna Charta,” “The War 
of the Roses,” “Charles I Going to Ex- 
ecution,” “Landing of William of 
Orange,” “Wolfe Scaling Heights of 
Abraham,” “Nelson at Trafalgar,” 
“Waterloo: the Struggle at Hougou- 
mont.” 

These pictures will not appeal to the 
younger child because of the lack of 
color. They are suitable for use in 
high school art appreciation classes, for 
picture collections, or for display pur- 
poses. Because of their price, the 
Britannia History Pictures are recom- 
mended only for libraries having large 
picture collections. 

The Life of Lincoln in Pictures. 
Twelve full color reproductions of the 
original oil paintings by Louis Bon- 
hajo, 18% by 21% inches, unmounted 
prints. $27.50 for the set; singly $3; 
any six prints $16. Each of these pic- 
tures depicts an important episode 
closely identified with the life of Abra- 
ham Lincoln. Their artistry and ac- 
curacy are excellent. Perhaps the least 
desirable is “Lincoln Memorial, Wash- 
ington, D.C.,” since it does not actually 
portray an incident in Lincoln’s life. 

The price of the set seems high in 
view of the fact that other illustrative 
material on the subject is available at 
a much lower cost. The Life of Lincoln 
pictures are recommended for libraries 
having large collections of Lincolniana. 


Milo Winter Muragraphs. Ten pic- 
ture classics, 26 by 35 inches. Single 
pictures, unmounted, $2.50; any five, 
$11; all ten, $20. Consult catalog for 
prices in various mountings. These 
original muragraphs are picture classics 
in seven colors, all portraits of leaders 
of mankind. The subjects include 
Robin Hood, Galileo, Elizabeth Tudor, 
William Caxton, Achilles, Peter the 
Great, Leif Erikson, St. Francis of As- 
sisi, Joan of Arc, Edward the Black 
Prince. 

They typify, in part, the spirit of 
science, exploration, chivalry, the hero 
of legend, the statesman, the idealist, 
the saint, the patriot, and the crafts- 
man. Details of dress, physical features, 
arms, accessories, landscapes, and 
buildings have been painted with ac- 
curacy on the basis of a study of rec- 
ords, woodcuts, paintings, and replicas 
of ancient times. 

Milo Winter Muragraphs are rec- 
ommended for purchase by schools and 
libraries for display purposes and pos- 
sibly for use with art appreciation 
classes. 


Educational Publishing Corp., Darien, 
Conn. Good Citizen, Health and 
Safety Posters. Prices are indicated 
below. 


Are You a Simple? Eight posters, 
14 by 11 inches, on heavy buff paper 
with a dull finish. $1.25 for the series; 
posters not sold separately. Each 
poster features a picture in which stick 
figures are employed; a poem of four 
to six lines tells the story or points to 
a safety fact. The pictures illustrate 
jaywalking, hopping a.car, skating in 
the street and other situations in which 
safety rules are violated. The series 
is apparently intended for use in the 
intermediate grades. Although the 
drawings are uncluttered and simply 
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designed in one color, the posters em- 
ploy a negative approach which some 
teachers may feel is not desirable. 
Some of the verses are poorly written. 
The series is not recommended. 

Play Safe. Six posters in color, 23% 
by 17 inches, on heavy buff paper. $2 
for the set. Four illustrate hazards to 
safety, while the remaining two show 
practices which the artist evidently 
wishes to present as good ones—keep- 
ing to the right in bicycling and a 
child holding an adult’s hand when 
crossing the street. The material is 
designed for primary and intermediate 
grades and the drawings are simple in 
composition and lettering. Although 
no publication dates are given, one 
would assume from costumes shown in 
the pictures, that they were made 
about twenty years ago. These posters 
are not recommended. 

Keys to Safety. Six posters, 17 by 
234% inches on heavy buff paper with 
drawings in colors. For use in inter- 
mediate grades. Three are out of print; 
those available are priced at $1 for the 
three. The drawings are poorly exe- 
cuted, and as in the Play Safe series 
the costumes date the posters as of at 
least two decades in the past. They 
are not recommended. 

Good Citizens in a Democracy. 
Twelve posters, approximately 17 by 
23% inches, on heavy buff paper. $3.60 
for the set. The posters examined have 
such subjects as reading wisely, per- 
sonal industry, group activity,. civil 
liberties for all. A positive rather than 
a negative approach to the subject has 
been made. Colors have been used 
simply and attractively in a stylized 
modern form of drawing which’ may 
be confusing to some children. This 
series is recommended. 

Community Helpers. Six posters, 17 
by 23% inches, in color, on heavy 


cream-colored paper. The publishers 
report that only three of the six are 
now available; they are priced at 35c 
each. The street cleaner, the nurse and 
the fireman are pictured in these three, 
which are evidently intended for pri- 
mary grade use. Costumes date the 
posters as of a past period; the legend 
one poster bears has not been carefully 
edited. The group is not recommended. 

Seven miscellaneous posters, bearing 
the imprint “cl928, National Child 
Welfare Association, 70 Fifth Ave., New 
York, in cooperation with Women’s 
Foundation for Health Inc., 370 Sev- 
enth Ave., New York” were also 
examined. The Educational Publishing 
Company writes that the stock of Na- 
tional Child Welfare Association post- 
ers, now handled by the Corporation is 
no longer complete. It is assumed that 
the price is 35c each. The posters are 
on heavy cream-colored paper of a 
dull finish. In subject matter they 
emphasize good posture, a balanced 
diet, play and relaxation. The draw- 
ings are dated in design and in cos- 
tumes shown and in some instances 
the idea is not clearly expressed in the 
drawing employed. The philosophy 
represented by at least one of the 
posters seems questionable: “If you 
wear the right shoes to grip the steep 
sides of a mountain, you can grip the 
steep sides of life.” These miscellaneous 
posters are not recommended. 


National Dairy Council, 111 N. Canal 
St., Chicago 6, Ill. Health and food 
posters at various prices; see catalog. 


“The Dairy Council is the educa- 
tional organization of the dairy indus- 
try. It consists of the National Dairy 
Council located in Chicago and local 
and regional units in city centers 
throughout the United States.” Health 
education materials published by the 
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Council include booklets and units of 
work, charts and posters for school and 
community use. They are distributed 
free of charge to teachers in communi- 
ties where there is an affiliated Dairy 
Council; otherwise there is a small 
charge for the various items. 

The following charts and posters, 
most of them accompanied by descrip- 
tive leaflets, were examined: 

Milk Pictures, in quantities of 1-19, 
35c per set; 20-100, 30c per set. Six 
posters, 12 by 14 inches, in color on 
heavy white paper. These are intended 
for the primary grades and have one 
simple sentence in large type to illus- 
trate the theme. They are not recom- 
mended because of the lack of natural- 
ness in color and lines of the objects 
represented. 

Physical Fitness, in quantities of 
1-19, 15c each; 20-100, 12c each. This 
set of eight posters is printed on col- 
ored enameled paper, 12 by 18 inches 
in size. Each poster has a separate 
theme, e.g., “Good Food,” “Safety and 
Efficiency,” “Strength and Vigor,” il- 
lustrated by an animated cartoon char- 
acter accompanied by an appropriate 
verse. At the bottom of each poster is 
a narrow strip showing pictures of 
good food. The pictures lack natural- 
ness in color and appearance of food 
and objects, and the verses are trite. 
These posters are not recommended. 


“Food and Care for Good Dental 
Health,” in quantities of 1-19, 20c; 20- 
100, 16c. This poster, 19% by 27% 
inches, is printed in heavy enameled 
paper showing in color the right food 
for good dental health. Two black and 
white enclosures on the poster are 
ineffective because of the lack of color 
and small size. Recommended only for 
display purposes. 

Good and Poor Meals Display Posters 
and leaflet, $1 for the set unmounted, 


$3 mounted. Ten charts, 15 by 20 
inches, comprise this series. Head- 
lining each chart is the type of meal 
it represents along with the menu. Col- 
ored bars represent calories, protein, 
calcium, iron and vitamins A, B, C, G. 
Using various colors the bars are filled 
in to the per cent that the menu fur- 
nishes these food values. 

These charts could be used as a 
visual aid in teaching science and 
health lessons, although they would not 
be particularly suitable for display and 
bulletin board material. The leaflet 
accompanying the series is especially 
recommended because it contains an 
analysis chart giving the nutritive 
value of ten meals and the percentage 
contribution to daily food needs of an 
adult. Recommended. 

Child Feeding Posters and leaflet, $1 
per set. The three posters in this set, 
each 14 by 18 inches, depict a good 
breakfast, a good dinner and a good 
supper for a child. Each shows a young 
boy, appropriately dressed for school 
or play. The various foods are in color 
and can be easily identified. The rec- 
ommendations for daily food allowances 
established by the Food and Nutrition 
Board of the National. Research Coun- 
cil were used as the standards for set- 
ting up the meals. The leaflet to be 
used with the posters gives food values 
of the meals illustrated, a daily food 
guide for children, suggested menus 
for children and bibliography. Recom- 
mended. 

“A Guide to Good Eating,” in quan- 
tities of 1-19, 22c; 20-100, 20c; mounted, 
$1. This chart, 22% by 28 inches, is in 
color on good enameled white paper 
with lettering in black varied with red. 
The pictures of the different foods are 
in natural colors which show off well 
against a blue background. The Ameri- 
can Medical Association Council on 
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Foods’ recommendation concerning the 
kinds of food needed in daily diet and 
the number of servings for each kind 
is given. 

The accompanying leaflet is excellent 
for use in classroom discussion, lecture 
or program. It includes bibliographies 
and a list of activities for adult and 
school groups. The chart is both dec- 
orative and informative and is recom- 
mended. 

Equivalents Charts, in quantities of 
1-19, 22c; 20-100, 20c. Three charts, 25 
by 19 inches, entitled “Protein Equiva- 
lents,” “Calcium Equivalents,” “Ribo- 
flavin Equivalents.” All are printed 
on heavy enameled paper with yellow 
and blue background, showing the 
various equivalents for a given amount 
of food. The calcium chart indicates 
the amount of food needed to give the 
same amount of calcium as four glasses 
of milk. The descriptive leaflets furnish 
additional information on body needs of 
riboflavin, protein and calcium. The 
posters are recommended for both study 
and display purposes. 


Peabody Visual Aids. Published by 
Follett Book Co., 1255 S. Wabash 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. Each group $1; 
two groups $1.75; complete set of 28 
charts $3.50; single charts 25c¢ each. 


The Peabody Visual Aids include 
four groups of seven charts each, pre- 
pared under the direction of Ruby E. 
Cundiff, of the Library School of 
George Peabody College for Teachers. 
These charts, 17 by 22 inches, are on 
clear white, heavy paper with hand 
lettering in black, varied with blue, 
green, or red. Stick figures, diagrams 
and drawings are used to illustrate each 
chart. 

Subjects covered in the charts in- 


clude explanation of the Dewey Deci- 
mal classification, the card catalog, 


format of a book, the use of library 
tools, i.e., Readers’ Guide, U.S. Cata- 
log, Education Index, and such refer- 
ence books as Statistical Abstract, 
Granger’s Index, Who’s Who, general 
encyclopedias and almanacs. 

These charts, prepared to use in 
studying the use of books and libraries 
would be interesting as bulletin board 
material or useful for the individual 
student’s examination, but are not 
entirely suitable for illustrative class 
material for the following reasons: 

(1) The lettering, except in the case 
of headings on each chart, is far too 
small to be seen except on close 
scrutiny. 

(2) There is an amount of detail 
given on the majority of charts which 
would confuse rather than clarify the 
topic depicted. 

(3) The stick figures, faces, and jin- 
gles which are used on many of the 
charts seem to detract, even for ele- 
mentary grade children, from the ex- 
planation of a subject that can be 
simply explained on its own merits 
without these catch phrases and signs. 

(4) The selection of material to be 
presented in a single group does not 
always seem logical, e.g., in one set the 
use of almanacs, atlases, quotation 
books, pamphlets, and the card catalog 
are all included. 

Although it is understood that these 
charts are intended as illustrative aids 
in connection with actual teaching, the 
material in several of them bears little 
relationship to the subject discussed. 

The Peabody Visual Aids are con- 
fusing in detail, the print is far too 
small and they do not adequately serve 
the purpose for which they are in- 
tended. They are not recommended. 


Safety Education Posters. Published 
by National Safety Council, 20 N. 
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Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Ill. Two 
safety posters with lesson units issued 
monthly September through May and 
included with subscription to Safety 
Education Magazine; 20c per packet 
when purchased separately. 


These 8% by 11% inch, colored 
posters are prepared in packets cover- 
ing grades 1-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12. The let- 
tering is attractive, outstanding and in 
a variety of styles. From the stand- 
point of up-to-dateness, these pictures 
are particularly good as they cover 
such subjects as safety with animals, 
in the home, at play, on vacation, with 
fire and firearms, with tools. Each 
poster is interpretive and deals with 
one concrete thought. 

These posters should prove useful as 
a visual aid in social studies or lessons 
on safety. They also furnish attractive 
display material. 

Safety lesson units, 7 by 10 inches, 
for use by teachers in all grades carry- 
ing on a safety program are also issued 
each month, September through May. 
The subject matter is correlated with 
the two posters appearing monthly. 
The units may be purchased without 
the posters, singly or on an annual 
basis at 10c each for members of the 
National Safety Council with corre- 
sponding decreases in price for quanti- 
ties. For nonmembers the price is dou- 
ble for each. 


Each lesson is designed for the grade » 


level for which it is recommended. 
For example, the primary lesson has 
picture words to complete a sentence 
on safety; the elementary grade lessons 
have reading and completion tests with 
information on charts and maps. The 
high school lessons contain completion 
tests with questions, diagrams and 
charts pertaining to the problem dis- 
cussed. Since the units are too small 


in size and print for display material, 
it would be advisable for each student 
to have a copy. They might be more 
valuable if prepared in regular note- 
book size so that they could be attached 
to the student’s notebook. 

Both the National Safety Council 
posters and the safety lesson units are 
recommended. 


Social Studies Charts, 1946-47 edition. 
Published by National Forum, Inc., 
407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, IIL. 
One hundred and fifty-five charts, 17 
by 2234 inches, arranged in sections 
of 31 charts each. Complete set, each 
section mounted in a standard easel, 
$75; in durable deluxe easel $85; $15 
per section in standard easel, $17 in 
durable deluxe easel. Annual revi- 
sion service $15; $3 per section. 


A title sampling of the charts in each 
section indicates the contents. Eco- 
nomics: “Factors in National Income,” 
“The Cycle of Exchange,” “The Law 
of Supply and Demand”; Sociology: 
“The Role of Heredity,” “The Socializ- 
ing Process,” “The Building of Civili- 
zation”; World Problems: “Distribu- 
tion of World Resources,” “Vital Im- 
ports of the U.S.,” “Living Standards 
Here and Abroad”; Government: “Fed- 
eral Government at Work,” “Functions 
of State Government”; Community 
Civics: “Community Public Services,” 
“Formal Education in the U.S.,” “Tech- 
niques of Communication.” 

Each section is introduced by an 
index of all charts in the section and 
a list of related charts in other sections. 
In this index charts which represent 
revisions, additions or substitutions in 
the current edition are so identified. 
Two numerals are employed to identify 
each chart indexed; the first indicates 
sequence in the section and the second 
is an editorial contro] number which 
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has no meaning to the user of the chart. 

Pictographs, sketches, diagrams and 
maps are all used to present factual 
material visually. Color and type are 
attractive and effective. The entire set 
seems to have been documented care- 
fully and authority is given on most 
of the charts for the information rep- 
resented. Bibliographic references are 
to material of acceptably recent date 
and of recognized worth; there are 
only infrequent references to materials 
bearing a date earlier than 1940. 

The set is kept up to date by an 
annual revision service issued each 
September, which, according to the 
publishers, consists of thirty new charts 
and revised section title pages. The 
separate section revisions are available 
on an individual or combination basis, 
six charts to a section. 

The charts are printed on a smooth 
finish paper of good quality. Each 
group of charts is fastened at the top 
with removable wing-nuts which per- 
mit easy insertion of additional charts. 
They are mounted flat in a durable 
easel and can be readily stored in deep 
shelves or map cases. 

The National Forum Social Studies 
Charts are excellent in content and 
treatment of subject matter. They are 
apparently designed for high school 
use and would be valuable as supple- 
mentary material in social studies 
classes and in the school library. Com- 
pared with pamphlets and magazines 
presenting the same information, al- 
though perhaps in less attractive man- 
ner, the set is expensive. It is recom- 
mended where it can be afforded. 


GENERAL REVIEWS 


Jarrold’s Dictionary of Difficult Words; 
comp. by Robert H. Hill. 2icm. New 
York, Howell, Soskin, 1946. 344p. 
cloth $2.50. 


“All the difficult words you are likely 
to meet, defined in a single, concise 
volume,” says the dust jacket of this 
collection of 15,000 definitions. An ex- 
amination of the book reveals that it has 
been prepared for British use and for 
this reason many words are included 
which would not seem difficult to 
American readers. 

These Americanisms, e.g., dime, gas- 
oline, cuspidor, shyster, are given the 
designation Amer., and British rather 
than American pronunciations are indi- 
cated for some words, e.g., cantaloupe, 
desultory. A considerable number of 
Indian, Irish, and Welsh terms are 
listed and so designated, e.g., dudheen, 
durgah, darwan, pukka. Some foreign 
words and phrases are also defined. 
The definitions in general are adequate, 
though brief, as only the most common 
meanings are noted. 

The pronunciations given are those 
occurring in ordinary speech. Accord- 
ing to the preface “the aim is to show 
how a word is pronounced rather than 
how it should be pronounced.” A key 
to pronunciation shows the symbols 
used and explains the system which 
has been followed. 

There are occasional instances of 
careless editing. Recitative, for instance, 
appears after reclame and Deovolente 
follows depascent in the list and the 
definition of dhole as “Indian wild hog” 
is apparently a misprint for dog. 

The volume is acceptably bound and 
well printed on reasonably good paper. 

Only a well-educated Britisher could 
say whether this list of ‘difficult words’ 
is good, very good, or indifferent for 
those for whom it was clearly prepared. 
Certainly it is not the ideal list of 
‘difficult words’ for the American user 
of English. It will serve a real need 
in research libraries, university and col- 
lege libraries, and other libraries which 
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concern themselves with current British 
speech. For such institutions it is 
recommended. 


New Standard Encyclopedia, published 
by Standard Education Society, 130 
N. Wells St., Chicago. 


The Committee has received numer- 
ous requests for information concern- 
ing this encyclopedia. The publishers 
have recently reported that an exten- 
sive revision is under way and will be 
completed in about a year and a half 
or two years. The Committee hopes to 
review this edition when it is avail- 
able. The New Standard Encyclopedia 
was last reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin in April 1940. Earlier 
editions were reviewed in January 1930 
and April 1934. 


Young Folks’ Library, published by 
Charles E. Knapp, Inc., 130 N. Wells 
St., Chicago; distributed by H. S. 
Dum & Co., 328 E. 12th St., Indian- 
apolis. 


This twenty volume set of selections 
from standard and classic writers in 
prose and poetry is now being sold to 
schools and school libraries by H. S. 
Dum & Co. at $49.75 a set, together 
with a Manual of Character Education. 
This manual outlines a plan for char- 
acter building, grouping the selections 
according to specific character traits. 


Charles E. Knapp, Inc., reports that 
the contents of the set has not been 
changed since it was last reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, but that 
a new edition with added illustrations 
and a new format will be available in 
1947. The 1929 edition of Young Folks’ 
Library was reviewed in the Bulletin 
in April 1930 and the 1938 edition noted 
in July 1942 and January 1945. 


NOTE 


The review of the World’s Great 
Events in the July Bulletin stated that, 
in contrast to four pages devoted to 
V-Day in Paris, VE Day is only briefly 
mentioned. The reference to VE Day 
appears in volume 10 and consists of 
about three pages in a sixteen-page 
chapter, “Victory in Europe,” sum- 
marizing the closing events of the war 
and the circumstances leading up to 
the German surrender. 





| i gragpeneinay to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library As- 
sociation. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the association. 
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Index—January 1946—October 1946 


(Vol. 17, No. 1-4) 
The index to the Subscription Books Bulletin is cumulated over a four-year period in 


accord with the Committee’s recommended procedure of binding four volumes in one. 
The index to volume 17 begins a new four-year cumulation. 


EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL ARTICLES 


Continuous Revision—A Problem. Ap, 
1946, p.9 

The Library’s Picture Collection. O, 1946, 
p.41 

Museums and Art Dealers as Picture 
Sources. O, 1946, p.52 

Picture Services of Associations, Societies 


and Government Agencies. O, 1946, p.55 


REVIEWS 


Air Age Education Research Wall Charts. 
O, 1946, p.59 

Aircraft Year Book for 1945. Ap, 1946, p.11 

Airman’s Almanac. Ap, 1946, p.12 

American Classical League Service Bureau 
Illustrations of Ancient Rome and 
Mythology. O, 1946, p.56 

American Handbook. Ja, 1946, p.1 

American Medical Association Health 
Posters. O, 1946, p.60 

Biographical Encyclopedia of the World. 
Jl, 1946, p.25 

Blackhurst Visual Aid Charts. O, 1946, p.60 

Britannia History Pictures. O, 1946, p.63 

Chemical Formulary. Jl, 1946, p.26 

Children in Latin American Art (Pictures). 
O, 1946, p.57 

= Book Council Posters. O, 1946, 
p. 

Compton’s Picture Library. O, 1946, p.43 

Contemporary Art in Latin America (Pic- 
tures). O, 1946, p.57 

Denoyer-Geppert’s General Biology Charts, 
O, 1946, p.63 

Denoyer-Geppert’s Our Democracy Charts. 
O, 1946, p.63 

Denoyer-Geppert’s Winslow Health and 
Hygiene Charts. O, 1946, p.63 

Dictionary of Education. Ja, 1946, p.2 

Dictionary of Foreign Trade. Jl, 1946, p.28 

Dictionary of Word Origins. Ap, 1946, p.13 

Dodson Birds and Nature Pictures. O, 
1946, p.44 

Dodson Industrial Pictures. O, 1946, p.45 

Educational Publishing Corporation Post- 
ers. O, 1946, p.64 

Encyclopedia of Bible Life. Ap, 1946, p.14 

Encyclopedia of Business Information 
Sources. Jl, 1946, p.28 

Encyclopedia of Religion. Ja, 1946, p.3 


Encyclopedia of Sports. Ap, 1946, p15 

Engineers’ Dictionary. Ap, 1946, p.16 

English-Spanish Comprehensive Technical 
Dictionary. Ap, 1946, p.16 

Family Life in Other Lands Picture Port- 
folios. O, 1946, p.58 

Great Pictures Everyone Should Know. 
O, 1946, p.45 

Grolier Encyclopedia. Jl, 1946, p.30 

Henley’s Twentieth Century Book of 
Formulas. Jl, 1946, p.32 

Hiawatha Pictures. O, 1946, p.46 

History of World War II. Jl, 1946, p.34 

Interpretive Costume Design (Pictures). 
O, 1946, p.46 

Jarrold’s Dictionary of Difficult Words. O, 
1946, p. 

Jewish Book Annual. Ap, 1946, p.17 

Latin American Village Picture Sets. O, 
1946, p.47 

Life in Other Lands Library. O, 1946, p.47 

Life of Lincoln in Pictures. O, 1946, p.64 

Milo Winter Muragraphs. O, 1946, p.64 

National Audubon Society Bird Cards and 
Charts. O, 1946, p.56 

National Cyclopaedia of American Biog- 
raphy. Ja, 1946, p.4 

National Dairy Council Health and Food 
Posters. O, 1946, p.65 : 

National Forum Social Studies Charts. O, 
1946, p.68 

National Geographic 
Sheets. O, 1946, p.56 

National Safety Council Safety Education 
Posters. O, 1946, p.67 

New Standard Encyclopedia. 
1946, p.70 

Occupational Information Monographs. Ap, 
1946, p.18 

Our World in Pictures. O, 1946, p.48 

Pacific Islands Handbook. Ap, 1946, p.19 

Pageant of a Nation (Pictures). O, 1946, 
p.49 

Pan American Yearbook. Ja, 1946, p.5 

Peabody Visual Aids. O, 1946, p.67 

Picture Reference Library. O, 1946, p.50 

Pictures from Mother Goose. O, 1946, p.50 

Portraits of Eminent Mathematicians. O, 
1946, p.57 

Portraits of Famous Philosophers Who 
Were Also Mathematicians. O, 1946, 
p.57 

—— of Famous Physicists. O, 1946, 
p. 


Magazine Color 


(note) O, 
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Public Relations Directory and Yearbook. 
Jl, 1946, p.34 

Reconstructing the Past. O, 1946, p.53 

Revival of the Past Ages. O, 1946, p.54 

Richards F isan Encyclopedia. (note) Ja, 


1946, p. 

Smithsonian Series. Jl, 1946, p.35 

South American Handbook. en 1946, p.6 

Subscription Books Committee Open Meet- 
ing (note) Ap, 1946, p.23 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 

U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 

U.S. Department of the Interior Division of 
Information Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 


US. Library of Congress Division of Fine 
Arts Photographs. O, 1946, p.58 

Universal World Reference Encyclopedia. 
Jl, 1946, p.37 

Visualized Curriculum Series. O, 15946, 
p. 


‘oe nae. Dictionary of the Bible. Ap, 

p.2 

Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible. 
Ap, 1946, p.21 

Who’s Important in Medicine. Ja, 1946, p.7 

World’s Great Events. Jl, 1946, p.39; (note) 
O, 1946, p.70 

Yearbook of American Labor. Ap, 1946, 


p.22 
Young Folks’ Library. (note) O, 1946, p.70 
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